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Quiet-achiever status for Mnet

Cameron England | The Advertiser | June 11, 2010 5:43pm A A7 & =1Share
IF YOU have voted on Dancing With the Stars,
bought a ringtone from Vodafone or visited a
Yahoo mobile internet site, you've had
contact with one of Australia's little-known,
but increasingly well-connected IT companies.

Mnet Group is the product of the evolution of two
firms m_MNet and Mercury Mobility - both working in
the mobile services space, which joined forces in a
512 4 million merger last September.

The end result is a business with a presence in
Adelaide, Queensland and Sydney and, it hopes, a
unique skill set to deliver products and services
over mobile phones better than anyone else.

Mnet'z Barry Porter and Horden Wilkzhire with examples of their

=zoftware applicationz at their Adelaide offices. Pic. Migel

Parzons.

: ; . 2 y Source: The Advertizer
Mnet chief executive Horden Wiltshire is a former

navy submarine commander and had been m_Nef's
chief executive since 2003.

The Adelaide company experienced rapid revenue growth and was in the BRW fast companies
list several times in the past few years.

By merging with Mercury, the company was able to couple its back-end delivery systems such as
platforms which could deliver premium SMS services with Mercury's ability and experience in
delivering content such as ringtones.

RELATED COVERAGE The merged company also brought together brand partners on

VHA off the pace in mobile both sides - Bell Canada and Telecom NZ on the Mercury side,
stakes Australian IT, 24 May Telstra, Vodafone Hutchison Australia and Yahoo7 on the m_Net
2010 side.

Haold on, I'm just zapping a zit

Herald Sun. 10 Feb 2010 Mnet now has the ability to build mobile porals, such as those

used by carriers, including VHA and Telstra, design solutions for
enterprise customers those with a product to sell and has the
infrastructure to support the technologies that both m_Net and
Mercury had invested heavily in over the past few years.

Optus to bring free football
action Australian IT, 3 Dec
2009

Mercury merger a hot deal of
m.Met Adelaide Now, § Sep While the companies had been doing well, Mr Wiltshire believes,

2008 and the numbers bear it out, that most of the growth in mobile

Telstra targets iPhone users internet lies ahead.

for TV Australian IT, 23 Aug _ : :
2009 The Australian Mobile Phone Lifestyle Index survey conducted last

year found 60 per cent of people had visited a mobile web page,
up from 41 per cent two years earlier, and 20 per cent were doing
s0 daily.

Also, recent research from the UK, conducted by PricewaterhouseCoopers, shows that the
equivalent of just 1 per cent of the current online advertising spend is being spent in the mobile
internet space.

"What's happening is people are spending more and more time on their mobile phone, and
eventually the money is going to go from the traditional media to online, then it will flow through
to mobile." Mr Wiltshire said.

It is easy to underestimate the complexity of delivering services in the mobile space. Most mobile
sites need to be reconfigured for each type of mobile phone.

What will work on an iPhone will not translate straight across to a BlackBerry, for example.

It is the ability to provide solutions across all platforms, and a track record of having done so,
which Mr Wiltshire believes is a Key point of difference for Mnet: "If you look at the services a
customer wants in having a mobile presence, it goes from the basic technology such as SMS
through to mobile websites sites designed specifically for mobile phones which will look different
on different phones.

"A core technology enabler is being able to profile every handset so when someone accesses
the web, whether it's a BlackBerry, an iPhone or an Android phone (running Google's operating
system), we can provide the content configured to the particular handsets.”

Mr Wiltshire said the proliferation of devices, none of which was running on a common standard,
was making the skill set of the Mnet Group more valuable.

Chief financial officer Barry Porter said while the success of the iPhone had drawn a lot of people
into the mobile space, it was not the only game in town_

Importantly, it had caused a positive shift in attitude towards using the internet over a mobile
phone.

Mr Wiltshire said the availability of 3G phone networks had also been critical because data
provision became cheap.

"We needed data prices to come down, we needed devices to improve and that's been
showcased by the iPhone." he said.

Mnet has been relatively quiet while it beds down its merger, but Mr Porter said once its full-year
numbers were out and the consolidation largely squared away, it would start to market itself more
proactively to analysts.

Meanwhile, it has kicked a few goals since coming together last year.

In April, the company signed a contract to act as the master content aggregator for VHA, making
it responsible for supplying, hosting and maintaining VHA's content such as music, games and
ringtones.

Last month, it was granied a three-year confract extension with Telstra to provide its ringback
fone products.
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Liddy won't face trial

CONVICTED paedophile

FPeter Liddy won't stand ftrial for
further sex offences after a judge
ruled he couldnt receive a fair
trial in this state.
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